Subject: Protect and Include AANAPISI Discretionary (Part A) Funding in FY 2026

Dear (Senator/Representative) (Last Name):

My name is (Your Name), and I am a (student/faculty/staff/administrator) at (college/university).[footnoteRef:1]  I am writing to respectfully urge you to ensure that Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions (AANAPISI) receive explicit discretionary (Part A) funding in the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations bill, at no less than flat funding levels from previous appropriations, and with safeguards to prevent reallocation or elimination of these funds by the U.S. Department of Education (ED). [1:  Title and institutional affiliation are for identification purposes only] 


AANAPISIs are part of our nation’s Minority-Serving Institutions (MSI) established by Congress to expand access, opportunity, and student success across the country.  Since their establishment in 2007, AANAPISIs have helped countless students achieve their educational goals through innovative academic and student support programs.  These efforts benefit not only low-income, first generation, Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander (AA&NHPI) students, but all students on campus by strengthening their learning, student success, and labor market outcomes such as earnings and income.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  American Council on Education and the Minority-Serving Institutions Data Project. (2025). Pathways to opportunity: Examining students’ academic and economic outcomes at HBCUs, TCUs, and MSIs. Washington, DC: https://www.acenet.edu/Documents/MSI-Data-Brief.pdf. ] 


Importantly, AANAPISIs, as well as all MSIs, have long received bipartisan support in Congress.  These programs have consistently been recognized as a nonpartisan investment in the nation’s future, working to strengthen the workforce, build community partnerships, and expand educational opportunity.

However, ED’s September 10 decision to reallocate AANAPISI discretionary funding demonstrated how vulnerable these programs remain without clear Congressional direction.  This unexpected action shuttered ongoing and beneficial student programs and services at colleges and universities nationwide.

To prevent this from happening again, I respectfully urge you to:
1. Explicitly include AANAPISI discretionary (Part A) funding in the FY 2026 appropriations bill
2. Maintain, at minimum, flat funding levels from FY 2025 ($18.5 million)
3. Include clear report language and safeguards to ensure that AANAPISI funds cannot be reallocated, withheld, or merged without Congressional authorization
4. Ensure that the restored funding is allocated back to AANAPISIs that were defunded in the middle of their grant cycle
5. Award new AANAPISI grants from the slate of institutions already selected for awards through an independent and external peer review process conducted in the summer 2025

AANAPISIs and MSIs are the backbone of American higher education and play a necessary role in ensuring that our students complete college and succeed after graduation.  They are engines of economic and social mobility, and protecting this critical investment will uphold Congress’ longstanding, bipartisan commitment to AANAPISIs and ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed and thrive.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your continued support of AANAPISIs and MSIs.

Sincerely,
(Your Name)
(Your Title/Role)
(College/University Name)
(City, State)
(Email Address)

